The Financial Gazette
13 – 19 November 2008

SHOT IN THE ARM FOR JAIROS JIRI CENTRE
BORROWDALE Brooke Rotary Club and Beitbridge-Bulawayo Railway last week donated 50
wheelchairs to the Jairos Jiri Centre in Southerton.
The donation, which was made on Friday last week, was applauded by dozens of Jairos Jiri
children who sang their appreciation in English, Shona and Ndebele.
Addressing the children and staff, Beitbridge-Bulawayo Railway representative Thembi
Moyo expressed her admiration for the work being done by the Jairos Jiri Association.
She said the Beitbridge-Bulawayo Railway (BBR) had a long association with the Centre and
the Jairos Jiri Association. Since 2001 it had been paying the boarding and school fees for
eight children, four of whom were at the Centre and four of whom were at a Jairos Jiri Centre
in Bulawayo.
Two years ago it had donated wheelchairs, walking frames and crutches to the Centre and
taken all the children at the Centre on a train ride, after some of them had said they had
never been on a train.

She told the children how the train ride had shown BBR just how determined and capable
they were.
We saw too how ready you are to help one another and how well you could manage with
minimal assistance from adults, no matter what age or disability. “You are an inspiration to
us all,” she said.
Moyo acknowledged how increasingly difficult it must be for the Centre, which depends on
donations, to manage in the current economic environment.
She challenged other organizations to come forward and provide assistance to the Centre
and the worthy cause it espoused.
She paid tribute too to the Rotary Club, which sourced the wheelchairs with financial
assistance from BBR.
“We are proud to be associated with Rotary because of the good work that we know it does
not only in Zimbabwe but worldwide,” she said.
Borrowdale Brooke Rotary Club President, Tim Sain, said it was easy for people to forget
about disadvantaged members of society.
He said he had been moved to do something to assist the Jairos Jiri Centre after he saw
children in wheelchairs on Borrowdale Road appealing for donations. This had prompted

him to have discussions with the Centre’s Manager, Godfrey Machingura, and to approach
BBR for assistance.
He paid tribute to members of his club, who worked daily on a voluntary basis to implement
the club’s projects in line with Rotary’s themes of ‘service above self’ and ‘sharing is caring’.
“If we have the means, we should use the means to make sure those who don’t have them
have them,” he said.
He said Rotary’s theme for the year was “Make Dreams Real”. He suggested that among
the children at the Centre were potential doctors, lawyers and engineers.
“It is up to us to make sure the children achieve their dreams,” he said.

